
 

 

 Museum walks for wellbeing - Brief  
 
1. Aim  
We are looking for a facilitator/s to develop and deliver a programme of six walks which will 
engage a small number of participants with the city's museum collections.  Participants will 
be people referred via their GP who are feeling isolated or anxious.  The person leading the 
event must be a good facilitator as group dynamics are important.  
 
We envisage that walks will last about 90 minutes.  They will start at one of our museums, 
be inspired by the displays, and will include an activity - photography or sketching for 
example.  The collection's team will contribute and support the facilitator if required (their 
specialisms are local history and archaeology, fine and decorative art and natural history).   
Ideally the walks would end with refreshments and conversation.   
 
The events programme will be delivered from October 2021 to January 2022.   We envisage 
groups of up to 10 people.  (The groups are likely to be joined by representatives of local 
social groups nominated by the overall project lead, The YouTrust, as a link onward for the 
people we work with if they so choose).     
 
2. How to apply 
Applicants should submit no more than two pages of A4 as their bid, including details of the 
activity and the museum collection that it will be inspired by.  The bid should include details 
of your practice and relevant experience including working with vulnerable groups and 
individuals.   Applicants can apply to deliver from one to six events.    
 
3. Background  
Portsmouth Museums, part of Portsmouth City Council, operates six accredited museums in 
the city including, Portsmouth Museum and Art Gallery, Cumberland House Natural History 
Museum, Charles Dickens' Birthplace and the award-winning D-Day Story.  Our collections 
are inspiring, engaging and relevant, supporting learning, wellbeing and place-making.   
More information can be found on our website https://portsmouthmuseums/.  
The Thriving Community Fund is a £1.8m initiative being administered by Arts Council 
England on behalf of the National Academy for Social Prescribing. The fund is a partnership 
between Arts Council England, Historic England and Natural England, NHS England and NHS 
Improvement, Sport England, the Office for Civil Society, the Money & Pensions Service and 
NHS Charities Together. The fund has been launched to support local voluntary, community, 
faith and social enterprise projects which bring together place-based partnerships to 
improve and increase the range and reach of available social prescribing community 
activities - especially for those people and communities most impacted by COVID19. The 
fund also aims to enhance collaborations and networking between local organisations and 
to enable social prescribing link workers to connect people to more creative community 
activities and services. 37 Thriving Communities projects have been funded for a one-year 
period between March 2021 and March 2022. Portsmouth's Thriving Coastal Communities 
partnership, led by the YouTrust, comprises Flow Observatorium, Final Straw Solent, Cycling 
Without Age, Pompey in the Community, University of Portsmouth, Portsmouth Creates and 
Portsmouth Museums.  

https://portsmouthmuseums/


 

4. Outputs 

 A programme of six events delivered by one or more freelance creatives / facilitators  

 Promotional material  

 A short evaluation report 

  

5. Timescale  
Closing date 12 August 
Programme and marketing finalised by 9 September  
Programme delivered October 2021 to January 2022 
Evaluation report February 2022 
   
6. Budget  
The budget available for the development and delivery of the six walks (including fees, any 
equipment or materials required and refreshments) is £600 per event, total £3,600.   We 
will produce promotional materials. 
     
7. Payment 
Payment will be made at the start and on satisfactory completion of the project: 
Start up  50% of fee 
Completion 50% of fee 
Please note invoices take 30 days from receipt to payment.  
 
8. Experience and qualities 
Responses will be measured against the following criteria: 

 Experience of working with vulnerable people in a museum setting 

 Quality of the proposal 

 Value for money 

 How the overall offer looks in terms of content   

Please also confirm and evidence that you have: 

 Undergone a DBS Check 

 Public Liability Insurance - £5 million in respect of each claim, without limit to the 

number of claims. 

9. Closing date  
The closing date is 12 August 2021 
Applications should be submitted via email to Jane.mee@portsmouthcc.gov.uk.  Contact 
Jane Mee if you have any questions about the commission. Tel: 023 9283 4788. 
 
10. Contractual Arrangements 
The form of contract used will be Portsmouth City Council's standard services terms and 
conditions.  Suppliers should note that by submitting a response to this quotation they are 
agreeing to abide by this form of contract. 
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